Soldiers liked soul music
played at destroyed disco

BERLIN (AP) — Nearly 500 Ber-
liners and American soldiers were
crowded into La Belle discotheque Sat-
urday when a bomb explosion buckled
walls, collapsed pari of the ceiling. and
senl screaming patrons scrambling for
the door.

Hundreds of patrons fed through
shallered windows or a bole blasted
through the bullding’s rear wall, U.S.
spldiers sald 5

The di located in West
Berlin's American seclor, was popular
with US. soldiers. Aothorities satd that
led them to bellieve the bombing was
aimed against American persoanel sta-
tipoed in the city.

“This was an attack against Ameri-
can soliers, soldiers who are bere in
this city to help preserve our free-
dom.” West Berlin's mayor, Eberhard
Diepgen, todd West German (elevision.

A US. soldier and a 28-year-old
woman, believed to be Turkish, were
killed in the attack, according to po-
lbce. US. military authorities sald at
least 44 Americans were amoag 155

peopde injured.
“] was on duly that night al the
* (nearby) McNair barracks when oo

injured guy turned up with his shir
and pants covered wilh blood,” sald
Sl Dwaney Thompson. “He sald ev-
erybody was panicking and just scram-
bilng to try and get out of the place.”

The blast at 1:50 am. partly col-
lapsed the ceiling and caved in walls in
the nightelub. A small fire hroke oul
after the explosion bul was quickly ex-
linguished, authoritles said.

The explosion broke into smith-
ereens the nightclub’s mostly glass fa-
cade and blew out windows ln sur-
rounding stores. Scaffolding along the
froat of the fivestory buillding was
damaged, but did not collapse.

Rescue workers sald the explosion
was 50 sirong thal the building, built in
the 15205, was in danger of collapsing.

The 2Zyearold nightclub was
known for Its vintage selection of U S,

soul music and relaxed almosphere,
American soldiers sald.

“It's a pood place to listen to music,
to dance and meel nice piris,” sald
Thompsoa. “A Il of soldiers liked to
g0 there.™

The discotheque was in a middle-
class peighborhood aboul three miles
from the US military’s Andrew and
McMair barracks, the two main bar-
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racks for about 6,000 American troops.

The club is also about three miles
from the chic downiown Kurfursies-
damm shopping area.

West Berliners Interviewed at the
scene condemned the attack,

“We Berliners hawe to thank the
Amercans for 5o much. This attack is
a shame,” sald a woman of about 60 as
she passed the sife, She would not give
her name.

In Boan, Paul Laufs, a spokesman
for the poverning Christian Demaocral-
ic pariiamentary faction, called for
thorough checks oo all Arabs arriving
in West Germany If the bombing
proves to be the work of Arab terror-
ksts,

“In such a case, we should conduct
systematic checks of all persons from
such (Arab) countries who live in Wesl
Germany,” Laufs said in a stalement
released in the West German capilal

West Berlin, a Western enclave 119
miles instde Communist East Germa-
ny, is administered by US., British and
French aulhorities under a postwar
agreement thal gave the Sovief Unioa
control over the seckd now known as
East Beriin.

' s
An estimaied 5 pesple, many of thems Americans, were laside La Belle nigh




