Project title: ‘Against the fall’ 
Project outline (Version Ia): 
‘Against the fall’ consists of a fully functioning white parachute and about 300 (or more) A4 rejection letters from art students and artists worldwide, which are printed onto the parachute.
[image: book1]The parachute as such is a means of transport, an apparatus allowing the attached person or object to descend slowly from a height or to retard motion in another way (OED). The parachute decelerates the otherwise free fall and is just like the ‘safety net’ a device, which is supposed to prevent you from fatal collision with the ground. With regards to this, the parachute has a highly emblematic meaning, representing the plan of action, the strategy or the project that helps you overcome obsticals and difficulties. The parachute also touches upon concepts such as dislocating or relocating, arrival and entering, all of which play an important role within this project. 	
Initially, the work was solely about my own identity and situation as an emergent artist. Struggling to make my first steps in the art world and sending out applications for competitions, prizes, exhibitions and funding, I received heaps of rejection letters. Then I stumbled over the book What colour is your parachute? A Practical Manual for Job-Hunters and Career Changers and decided to turn the rejections into my very own fully functioning parachute with which I would jump into the next Venice Bienniale (hoping of course they would reject me first!). 
Version IIa (existent work)
An installation comprising 18 miniature Da-Vinci style parachutes (rejection letters, wood) & a series of six black & white documentative photographs. Two of the parachutes were given back to the institutions (Kettle’s Yard and Wysing Arts Centre)that had rejected me. 
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Dear Andy,

Thank you very much for taking the time the other day to speak to me about parachuting and about
the art project | am working on. You seemed positive about the actual manufacturing of my
parachute project, which is great news.

For the project to go ahead | need a quote (as precise as possible) concerning costs and time.
Project outline:

1. | need a fully functioning white parachute. Now we have 3 options:
a. A round parachute. This would be the ideal choice.
b. A square parachute for a single person.
¢. A square tandem parachute.
o Are different canopy sizes available for these parachutes? What sizes are they?

2. | need numerous (depending on the size of the canopy 300 or more) A4 postal letters to be
transferred onto the outer layer of the canopy. The canopy needs to be fully covered in letters.
. How can the letters be transferred onto the parachute? |s it possible to print them? In
what form do | have to provide the letters for you to transfer them onto the parachute?

3. | am planning to jump with the finished parachute. However, | do not know where and when yet.
| can provide information about that at a later point. It would be great if you could help me
organise the jump. | will try to get as much press involved as possible, as this will truly be
an artistic sensation.

Ideally, | would jump with the parachute myself and on my own. However, | have never done a jump
before and would have to learn it. How much would a course cost and how long would it take me to
learn to parachute? Alternatively, | can have somebody else jump or | could do a tandem jump.

It would be fantastic if you could give me a quote for each parachute option. We might be able
to make several different parachutes (e.g. a round one that is only displayed in a gallery and a
parachute | can jump with). If you could also include all potential costs for courses, jumps,
gear, etc. that would be great.

| included a couple of sketches about how | imagine the parachute and hope they are useful to
you.

Any advice on how to develop this project best is very much appreciated. As | said before, |
don’ t know much about parachutes, so | really need help from somebody who does.

Thank you ever so much for taking the time to figure out quotes. This will be a big step in the
project and will hopeful ly set it off.

| am very much looking forward to hearing from you soon.

Best wishes,
Sarah L U demann




